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The Eichmann Trial and the Allegations Against State Secretary Dr.-Olohke
-. A Conversation with Hcosien Attorney General Fritz Bauer
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• SummarY 

The following main points emerged in private conversations &num, _00 with
Hessian Attorney General Fritz BAUER (SPD), Who has been pulthing allegations of
complicity In Nazi war crimes againat State Secretary Dr. WAKE, and who has

.recently visited larael on several occasions In connection with the fortheuming
trial uf FJCHMANN, in whose amcchenalon by Israeli agents in Argentina last year
he played a definite though still obscure role, and with whom he talked in Israel
in early January:

1) That Dauer and the SPD would continue to the maximum juridical].) fe as-
ible and politically profitable point to push allegations of complici ly In Nazi

war crime:. against Globke;

:1 That the Israeli government was going slowly with the Nichmann trial in
general, Lind would go particularly slowly with damaging allegations uoinst promineLt
West Germans during the trial, for political and diplomatic reasons which 'r.auer
self accepted us fully valid;

3) That Eichmann had revelations to make which could be comewhat esmoging
to Globke, though it was doubtful that he would in fact make them;

4) That it was even more doubtful that Eiebnann woad make ulmlficant
revelations against others in Bonn, though this was not known in Bonn, where
uneasiness prevailed;
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' 5) That Eichmann's defense attorne; SEMATIUS was playing an uncertain
rule, possibly as agent of the Bum government but possibly using his knowledge
primarily to aggrandite cr enrich himself;

6) Thoth*, Bauer, would continue to the bitter and to fight remitting
vestiges of Nazism in West Germany, and particularly =Wane believed conneoted
with Nazi crimes and that in all this he had the full and loyal support
of Hessian Mlnister President ZINN and the backing of the SPD.

During the conversation Bauer also revealed that ho had exact and undoubt-
able infcmmation that, as of December 1959, Martin BOOMANN was still alive. Hc
indicated that this information had oomo from Eichmann, but be would not elucidate
rurther, nor reveal anything about Dorman's alleged location.

The reporting officer on January 3C had a lengthy private dinner conversa-
tion with the Hosolan Attorney General, Dr. Fritz Bauer (SPD). In addition to the
prominenoo the latter has achieved through his relentless ferreting-out, investiga-
tion and prosecution of Nazi war criminals otill at large in Germany (the most
recent case being that of DichmmlIMER, last Auschwitz Camp Commander, see
ConGen's 114 419, January 13. 1961), Bauer has now become probably the most ountre-
versial political personality in Hessen, as well as taken an enviably prominent
apot on the German national political stage, because of his current controversial
.Judicial widen against State Secretary Olohke.

In an official ocmmunioation which be addressed over the Hessian Justice
Ministry in Wiesbaden to the Federal Ministry of Justice in Bunn, Bauer Jeciared he
was formally opening investigation of the role Olobke had allegedly played in con-
nection with the deportation to extermination centers during World War II of some
X),000 Jews rpm Northern Greece. These charges of serious wrong-doings against
Olobke had come to Bauer's attention through the te 	 of a former dehrmacht
Administrator in occupied Northern Greece, MERTEN,	 in the case Bauer was presecuL-
ing against former ranking SS officers BECKBRIE and MONEY.

imputations against Globke reportedly provoked the fury of the
Chancellor and took on a sensational character in Hessen when the CDUJuLttlIalnuan,
Dr. Wilhelm PAY, presumably on orders of the Federal CDU, started to attack Dew= in
violent public statements designed to place in question Bauer's probity and competence
in his function. Fay alleged that Hauer had moved improperly, in a field in Which he
had doubtful Jurisdiction, and solely for political motive.

3./ Morten, a Berlin lawyer and former (during World War II) Wehrmacht administrator
in occupied Northern Greece, went through a celebrated trial in Greece some years ago
which led to his conviction, imprisonment and early pardon. , Ho is now undergoing pro-
trial investigation in West Berlin under judicial action initiated against him by the
Federal Republic on charges identical to those origi nmaly made by the Greek government.
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Fritz Bauer, Whfropent most of the Third Reich ' years in exile In Copenhagen,.

who wan and remains anti-Nazi to the core,, end who is one of the few prominent
'Firderal.effloiale in West Germany Who is partU, If not wholly, of Jukildl origin,
played a still aemewhat obscure role Iii ounneotion with the apprehension of Adolf .
Elonsann by the Israelis in Argentina &lame months ago. =7 Sinec the arrival of
Elahmenn in lorael, Bduer has been traveling back and forth to Tel Aviv, and is
perhaps one of the most knowleda pable personalities on the Elehmann case outside

•lsraoL.

Bauer Mado no bones of the feet that his accusations against Gleba° Were as
euspeotod by the prose, in fact connected with the Nichrome' trial. He indicated that
Elobmann was In a position to corroborate statements made by Morten to the effect -
that Globko had indeed played a role in the process ultimately leading to the deport-
ation and extermination of the Greek Jews. According to Bauer, Elehmana could cor..
rotorete Merton's allegation that be, Mertens had visited Eichmann in the latter% .
Office in the Jewish Affairs Department of the US in Berlin in 194) to secure
Eichmann's support of a Babe= to deliver the Jews of Northern Greece to aides of
the Red Cross in Salonlka harbor in exchange for Red Cross medicines and supplies.

" The "deal" bad apparently bean engineered by the former League of Nations
representative in Danzig. BLOICHHARDT, from hie office in the Geneva Headquarters of
the Red Crows. Eichmann had at first characterized the scheme as ridioulous, bet
had ultimately been persuaded by Merton ..- according to the latter -- and had
finally, in Merton's presence, called Giobke ow the phone in the Jewish Department
of the Interior Ministry, to obtain the latter% concurrence. Globke had reportedly
immediately burped down the suggestion, tartly asking Eichmann to keep in line with
standing orders for the 'final solution' of the Jewish problem. Reportedly, accord-
ing to Merten (via Bauer), Eichmann bad turned to Morten after this conversation
and characterized °lake and the others in the Interior Ministry as 'the real
Schweinhunde behind the "final solution.'"

' While Bauer seamed certain that Eicimmuur could corroborate this version of
events at his trial, be promptly went on to indicate his reeling that °lake could
have legitiMately thought of Eichmann's call as a trap an the part of the S. and
would have had every good reason	 as u uorrectly behaved bleb-ranking German
official -- to turn down Sichmenn's suggestion. Accordin gly, Bitniar felt that Glotke
bad a good ready defense, and really did not have very much to worry about, but the

d This Coefien on February 26, 1960, addressed a letter to the Office of the
Assistant Legal Adviser, BUR, tramsmitting the substance of an informal query made
a few days earlier by Baser to the reporting officer, as to the capability and will-
legman of the United States to Proffer diplomatic help to it friends (In this ease
West Germany) La securing the extradition of proven former Nazi war criminals from
unspecified third countries. Sine, Bauer's query had been combed in very general
terms, it naturally had to remain unanswered. As the reporting officer became aware
some time after the apprehension of Eirdsmarn last year, and as Bauer has now admitted
to him, Bauer had known about this forthcoming event and had addressed his query with
Mame= in mind.
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point wag that this was precisely what Bonn and Olobke did not know, nor did they
know what else and how meAlEichnmonmight have "dgainst them" it the trial.

In fact, however, there was little mem for anyone Lunt= to "lay awako
nights" worrying about the Wichmann trial, as the press was speculating. No one in
the Israeli government, least of all EFS OUHION himself, Bauer went on, wanted to
complicate or in any way exacerbate Oweaserlsraeli relations. Those were, on tho
whole, viewed as developing favorably by the Israelis. No on in Israel wanted to
place in Jeopardy the gratefully acknowledged reparations payment of the German
government, nor the possibility of further improving relations in the future.
(Bauer did hint, however, that this RUM notrecessarily disbar Israel from con-
templating use of the Eic)mann trial as o sort of lover with which to exorcise a
given amount of pressure on Wan, were such pressure to become required.on unspeci-
fied More occasions.)

Bauer did not think that Israel would be in any sort of a burry with the
Niche= trial, on the contrary; nor did he think the trial would be particularly
sensational. He seemed to feel all parties involved would "behave wisely" and that
Hen Melon's main aim would be to seoure "historical light" for internal educational •
purposes within Israel. ("Ben Ourion thinks the mew generation in leraol is as
unbelieving of Jewish passivity in the faoe of mess murder as the new generation in
Germany is unbelieving of mess German guilt," Beer said.)

Bauer indicated that he was undertain as to the true role being played in the
ease by Cologne attorney Hobert Servatius, who has undertaken Htchmann ie defame.
Without saying so directly, Bauer hinted some feeling on his part that Servatius
might be in the employ of the Bonn government, to keep the latter closely lammed
on the trial and to ensure the silence of Elam= on a number of matters that might
Prove embarrassing to Bonn. On the other hand, Bauer also speculated in the possibiliLy
Servatius was in the case purely for his can parlous:el advantage and might even bo
"holding up Bonn or the luraelis" (presumably for money).

Bauer code clear throughout the conversation his animosity toward Olobke, and
said that it was in effect a dirty Shame that Olobke continued to hold on to his key
Job as principal adviser to the Chancellor. A man who had, by his can admission,
written the commentaries on the Nuremberg reeial decrees, who had been responsible
for the infamy of the "Jewish first names" WI and who had, from the beginning of the
Third Reich to the very bitter end, remained in the very office which of all
things had had der& of Jewish Affairs in. the Reid; Ministry of Interior, Should
not, as a simple matter of principle and justice, occupy a position such as Olobko
had held in Bonn since 1949 -- even if he bad, as Olobke alleged, helped some Jewn.
On this question, Hauer's conscience would give him no rest. It wan simply happy

A Third-Reich decree under which all Jews were to adopt Jewish or Hebraic first
or some' names.
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coincidence that his convictions in this regard tallied with these of his party,
and that he was in a position to help the latter with a Juicy morsel of campaign
propaganda. He would accept even the devil as an ally in this cause. (An

' obvious reference to the documentary help Bauer has recently obtained from the
Somme In building the legal ease against °lofts.)

..Durlig the conversation, Bauer clammed .op complately on questions regarding
the method of Richman's apprehension and his part in it (beyond admitting the
latter), whieb he called 'Irrelevant historical questions." Otherwise he was
extremely *imperative .ind it was clear to the reporting officer that, besides
getting along harmoniously with tbe latter (the 	 lasted nearly four hours),
Bauer seemed very desirous to take an American official into his confidence. Ho
requested that his statementa be kept in confidenos, though be naturally expected
them to be transmitted °innate Deportment channels•" 	 .

' Coenent

 The reporting officer suspects, though be can in no way document his
supposition, that Bauer may well be connected in some bIgh•ranking capacity with
the Israeli Intelligence Service in West Germany.
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WaylAd B. Waters
American Consul
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